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Comacchio –The International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair second day
Safeguarding biodiversity for the future of the planet

During the convention organized by the Po Delta Park Emilia-Romagna, one of the topics has been on bird flu. Tomorrow the awaited European Birdwatching race.
COMACCHIO (FE). Safeguard of biodiversity and bird flu. These two topics, transversal for their topicality and importance, have led the way on the second day of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair, the Fair on nature tourism which opened yesterday in Comacchio.
Biodiversity is life the title of the convention organized by the Po Delta Park Emilia-Romagna, opened by the president of the Park Authority Valter Zago. Zago (as vice president of Europarc Italia) has reminded how 2006 is the International year of biodiversities. In this light, Italy has a leading role most of all thanks to the importance of its wetlands. Zago has also pointed out that biodiversity is about all the wild species, the fish ones among which the eel, one of the species at risk of extinction; he has also invited to arrange a national monitoring system identifying and preserving the biodiversities. Among the speeches, the one by Sebastian Winkler, in charge of the secretariat of Countdown 2010: “Countdown 2010 – as Winkler reminds – it’s a huge alliance among subjects coming from all the sectors and working to carry out the commitments subscribed by the Governments to stop biodiversity loss within 2010”. 

The convention has highlighted the importance of Italy as far as this sector is concerned, reminding that the Ramsar Convention (as Lucia Scodanibbio points out), subscribed by our Country since 1976, comprises 43 sites recognized all over Italy, of which the 50 % of wetlands lie within the Po Delta Park perimeter. 
Alessandro Alessandrini, an expert in the preservation of flora heritage, has explained how man takes resources for medicines, cosmetics, textiles, industry and energy from biodiversity. He has then drawn a programme for the future including a law on the preservation of Italian biodiversities, a strong recovery of the politics about protected areas, interventions of support and improvement of Parks and therefore an ecological net of the Pianura Padana involving a requalification of rivers and coats. Lino Zanichelli, local authority for the Sustainable Development of Emilia Romagna,  has come to a conclusion by stressing the need to develop a politic able to create a balance between the development and preservation of biodiversity over an highly inhabited area such as Emilia Romagna. Other speeches have been given by the naturalist Francesco Mezzatesta, Giuseppe Rossi, director of Federparchi, Giampiero Sammuri (biodiversity Federparchi), Alessandro Andreotti (National Institute for Wildfowl), Franco Ferroni (Wwf), Antonio Nicoletti (Legambiente) and Claudio Celana (Lipu).

In the afternoon, the round table about “Bird flu in the wetlands: scientific documentation and emotionality”. No alarm in Italy, a country which has never had to face health emergencies like this, where a constant monitoring plan of wildfowl as well as of the domestic species has always been present, an intervention allowing to an early identification of the possible presence of flu strains and therefore prevent the diffusion of the epidemic” - Roberta De Nardi, researcher at the zooprophylactic Institute of the Tre Venezie points out.
A high number of visitors at the Fair, with many students and schools, taking advantage of all the opportunities offered in the didactic area set up in the exhibition or during the excursions arranged for them to the naturalistic sites. Tomorrow, Sunday April 30th, expert birdwatchers in a 3 hour sighting, will be defying each other to recognise the highest number of birds in the “European Birdwatching Race”, arranged in partnership with LIPU. The winners will be awarded with a Bushnell binocular, on the 1st May, at 3:00 p.m.. 

Here is tomorrow’s programme:

6,00 – 9,00 am

Theoretical-practical workshop of Wildlife photography with the photographers Milko Marchetti and Sergio Stignani

departure from Comacchio - Fair, bus stop area, via Marina to the Vallette di Argenta

 9,30 – 12,15 am

Birdwatching Travel Trade, offer-demand trade workshop for tourism operators 

Convention hall, Pav. A.

 10,00 am – 18,30 pm


Biodiversity is life. Countdown 2010: the safeguard of biodiversity in the wet areas. Technical-scientific convention arranged by the Po Delta Park Emilia-Romagna

Sala Polivalente, Palazzo Bellini

 10,00 – 12,00 am

The Po Delta rare birds theoretical lesson on bird identification by EBN Italy 

Stand EBN,Exhibition Village; in the field at 2,30 pm

 10,00 am– 1,00 pm 

Theoretical workshop of Wildlife photography with the photographers Roberto Zaffi and Luciano Piazza

workshop room, Palazzo Bellini

 10,00 am– 1,30 pm

In the field Laboratory of Wildlife photography The spring time map by Legambiente
departure from Comacchio – Fair, bus stop area, via Marina to Valle Mandriole and Punte Alberete

 10,00 am – 1,30 pm 

 In the field workshop of Wildlife photography with the photographers Maurizio Bonora and Roberto Sauli
departure from Comacchio - Fair, bus stop area, via Marina to the Valli di Comacchio

 12,30 am – 1,30 pm

Sustainable Tourism: facts, not only words –Concrete actions in the Po Delta Park and in Europe. Press Conference organised by Legambiente Turismo

Convention hall, Pav. A.

 2,30 –5,00 pm

Theoretical workshop of Wildlife photography with the photographers Maurizio Bonora and Roberto Sauli

workshop room, Palazzo Bellini

 2,30 –5,30 pm 

In the field Wildlife LaboratoryThe spring time map by Legambiente
departure from Comacchio – Fair, bus stop area, via Marina to Valle Mandriole and Punte Alberete

 2,30 –5,30 pm 

In the field workshop of Wildlife photography with the photographers Milko Marchetti and Sergio Stignani
departure from Comacchio – Fair, bus stop area, via Marina to Valle Mandriole and Punte Alberete

2,30 –5,30 pm 

In the field workshop of Wildlife photography with the photographers Luciano Piazza and Roberto Zaffi

departure from Comacchio - Fair, bus stop area, via Marina to the Valli di Comacchio

 3,30 –5,30 pm

Inauguration of the Oasis Volta Scirocco

free shuttle departing from Comacchio –Fair, bus stop area, via Marina upon reservation

 3,30 –4,30 pm

Prize ward of the Birdgardening Contest by DELTA 2000 & LIPU

Convention hall, Pav. A.

 3,30 –7,30 pm

Francesco Patrizi from Kerso (1529-1597) study-day in collaboration with the Renaissance Study Centre and Ferrara University 

Auditorium of the civic Library, “L.A. Muratori”, Palazzo Bellini

 5,00 –6,00 pm


Birdwatching course theoretical lessons in class held by LIPU. Stand LIPU, Exhibition Village; in the field at 10,00 on May 1st 

 6,30 pm

A taste of Nature, by night excursion to Mesola, possibility of typical dinner in occasion of the Festival of the Asparagus and by night excursion to the Boscone della Mesola

departure from Comacchio –Fair, bus stop area, via Marina per Mesola 

 7,30 pm

Music Aperitif, the students of the Istituto Musicale “Giuseppe Verdi” Ravenna in concert.

Loggia dei Mercanti, Comacchio

 9,00 pm


Harmonies from the Delta  screening of photographic images by Roberto Sauli

Piazzetta Trepponti, nearby the ancient Pescheria (Fishmonger’s shop)

 9,30 pm


Festival of ornithological reportage  Prize award ceremony.  Francesco Petretti naturalist from GEO &GEO.

Sala Polivalente, Palazzo Bellini



